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	Lesson plan





Debating Animal Welfare
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 4
CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Citizenship





Animal and the law
English – Spoken and Writing



This lesson concerns current and ongoing issues. Find the most up-to-date information. In this lesson students take part in debating a motion. Please note that legislation can vary between England and Wales - for specific guidance please visit the political animal website. 
Starter activity
Researching the topic 
· Decide on the topic to be debated and agree the motion

· Suggestions could include

· It is a good idea to reintroduce to the UK some of the species that have become extinct - e.g. wolves, beavers, brown bears

· People have a need for cheap food and so it doesn’t matter how we look after farm animals

· When choosing a dog, people should consider welfare as well as looks

· We should stop spending money on saving oiled seabirds because they just die in the end

· All circuses should be banned from using animals.

· Using animals in experiments is no longer necessary
· Students stand along a 'for or against' continuum line to express their own view about the motion selected.

· Select a Chair, who will start to prepare his/her opening speech, which provides a little background on the subject and sets the scene for the debate

· Split the rest of the class into two random groups and assign each group to argue either for or against the motion.  At this stage, tell the students that it doesn’t matter whether this reflects their personal view or not.  They will get the opportunity to express their personal opinion in the plenary 

· Agree with the class either the number of points that each side can present or a time limit for the proposers and seconders for each group

· Ask each group to research the topic and select the key points that support their argument.

· They should select compelling and persuasive language with which to present their point of view

· Ask the students to decide who will present the arguments for each side of the debate

· The rest of the group should prepare questions to put to the opposing side

Learning styles: visual, auditory.
Main activity
The debate
· The Chair delivers the opening speech to set the scene and introduces the main speakers

· Speakers present their arguments.  Traditionally the main speaker for the motion (or proposer) addresses the debate first, followed by the main speaker against the motion (or opposer).  This is followed by the seconder for the proposition and then the seconder for the opposition

· Each side has the opportunity to ask their questions.   Questions should be directed via the Chair 

· To finish, give each side an agreed amount of time in which to sum up their arguments 

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Plenary activity
What do we think now?
· Students either stand on the for or against continuum line again for the motion - have their views changed? What made them change their views?

· Alternatively a simple for or against vote could be held, with the students expressing their personal opinions
Learning styles: auditory, kinaesthetic.
Extension activities
· Discuss whether the debate had any grey areas.  Are there any ways in which the motion could be amended so that some of the students who voted against it would now be in favour?

· If the students feel strongly about the issue debated, they could write to their MP
Curriculum objectives
Students should learn:
· to understand how they can influence decisions locally, nationally and beyond.

· to participate in formal debates and structured discussions on topics of interest and contested issues, organising points compellingly.

· to draw on rhetorical and other devices to enhance impact, giving appropriate emphasis to key points, ordering arguments compellingly, and citing appropriate evidence and selecting quotations to support views

Animal welfare objectives
Students should learn:
· to understand that laws and regulations are decided by governments but can be influenced by members of the public through the democratic process, eg lobbying politicians and public debate 

· to argue from of point of view that is not necessarily their own in order to develop empathy

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most students: will have a broad understanding of the issue being debated.  They research and discuss the controversial  issue, present their ideas and reflect on their opinions and those of others

· some students have not made so much progress and: will understand that people have different views on the issue. They take part in the discussion

· some students have progressed further and: in addition will understand that debate provides opportunities for changes and amendments to be made to an original proposal. Students have the opportunity to make a formal presentation in Standard English.

Vocabulary
motion
continuum
proposer/opposer
seconder
chairman
grey area
Useful websites
Defra - Animal Welfare Act
The Kennel Club
Write To Them
RSPCA Campaigns
Political Animal
Scottish Wildlife Trust - The Scottish Beaver Trial
Natural England
RSPB
Compassion in World Farming
National Farmers Union
Research Defence Society
Factsheet – The five welfare needs
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 requires anyone who owns or looks after an animal to provide everything that the animal needs to be happy and healthy.  These needs can be described as:
A suitable place to live[image: image2.png]



Animals should have the right type of home, including shelter, enough space, and somewhere comfortable to rest and hide.
A healthy diet[image: image3.png]



Animals should have access to fresh, clean water all the time and should be given the right type and amount of food to keep them fit and healthy.
The ability to behave normally[image: image4.png]



Animals should have enough space and the right kind of facilities to allow them to behave normally.
The company he or she needs[image: image5.png]



Animals should be given appropriate company.  Some animals should have company and some should be kept on their own. 
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To stay healthy
Animals should be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease and should be treated by a vet if they are sick or injured.
Factsheets – The Animal Welfare Act 2006
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 protects vertebrate animals (those with a backbone) that don’t live in the wild, e.g. pets and animals in circuses and zoos.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories – the promotion of animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.
The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

Any person responsible for an animal must take reasonable steps to make sure the animal’s welfare needs are met (in line with good practice). These needs include:

1. a suitable place to live

2. suitable food and water

3. to be able to behave normally

4. to be with other animals or alone – whatever suits that type of animal, and

5. to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Only the courts can decide what ‘good practice’ means in relation to looking after different animals.

The concept of good practice may change with time. For example, many people keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal under the Animal Welfare Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are social animals that, in a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does not fulfil their need to have the company of other animals.
Therefore, the courts may, in the future, decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on its own is not ‘good practice’ and is therefore an offence.
Selling animals to persons under 16/offering animals as prizes.

An animal cannot be sold or given to a person under 16.

The prevention of harm to animals

Unnecessary suffering

It is illegal to make an animal suffer unnecessarily or let someone else do so. For example, beating a dog.
Mutilation/docking of dogs’ tails

It is illegal to mutilate an animal’s body or cut off (dock) a dog’s tail, unless it is necessary for the animal’s medical treatment or it is specifically allowed (by regulations or by the vet). Different exceptions apply to dogs in England and Wales.

Administration of poisons

One example of an offence is leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting

It is illegal to make animals fight. It is also illegal to train an animal to fight, to receive money from someone who wants to watch your dog fight another animal, to bet on a fight or even go to a fight. Animals that are sometimes used for fighting are dogs, badgers and cockerels.
What happens if you break the law?

Some of the things that may happen if a court finds you guilty are:

· going to prison

· taking away an animal

· stopping someone from owning an animal

· fines of up to £20,000

· putting an animal to sleep.

How will the Animal Welfare Act develop in future?

Whilst the Animal Welfare Act provides general guidance for the protection of animals, the government intends to make more specific laws (secondary legislation) to cover particular situations or kinds of animals.
The Act has already been developed for:

· the keeping of dogs, cats and equines (horses, ponies and donkeys)

· racing greyhounds

· keeping non-human primates (e.g. monkeys and apes) as pets

· game birds.

Some examples of issues that could be covered in the next couple of years are:

· wild animals in circuses

· performing animals

· pet shops

· boarding establishments.

REMEMBER! If you think someone has broken the law, you should tell an adult or telephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999. You won’t have to give your name.

Teachers' notes – The Animal Welfare Act 2006
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 only applies to vertebrate, non-human animals (e.g. mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish).

The categories of animals protected by the Act depend on the offence in question.

Protected animals are those that are:

· commonly domesticated in the British Islands (e.g. dogs and cats, including feral cats and stray dogs), or

· under the control of man, whether on a permanent basis (e.g. wild animals in circuses and zoos) or a temporary basis (e.g. animals caught in traps), or

· not living in a wild state (e.g. animals that escape from captivity but cannot be described as living in a wild state because they are non-native to the British Islands).

The Act does not apply to invertebrates (e.g. insects, shellfish, octopuses and snails), foetal or embryonic animals, wild animals (that do not fall within the definition of protected animal) and research animals that are regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.

The Act does not apply to the sea, only to inland waters (river, streams, lakes) and estuaries. The Act does not affect legal hunting (i.e. trail hunting), shooting and sea fishing, and does not apply to angling.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories – the promotion of animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.

The owner of an animal is always considered to be legally ‘responsible’ for the animal’s welfare. But legal responsibility may also include the person who is in charge of an animal, even temporarily. If an animal is looked after by a child under 16, the person who has the care and control of the child (e.g. parent/guardian) is treated as responsible for the animal.

The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

A person commits an offence if he/she does not take reasonable steps to ensure that the needs of an animal for which he/she is responsible are met (the ‘duty of care’) in line with good practice (Only the courts are entitled to define what good practice means in relation to looking after different animals).

The Act defines an animal’s needs as including:

a) its need for a suitable environment

b) its need for a suitable diet

c) its need to be able to exhibit normal behaviour patterns

d) any need it has to be housed with, or apart from, other animals, and

e) its need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Selling animals to persons under 16

It is illegal to sell an animal to any person whom you have reasonable cause to believe to be under 16. This includes transferring or agreeing to transfer ownership of an animal (e.g. giving an unwanted pet to someone under 16).

Offering a person under 16 the chance to win an animal as a prize

Generally, it is an offence to offer a person under 16, who is not accompanied by an adult, an animal as a prize.

The prevention of harm to animals

Unnecessary suffering

There are two separate offences:

1. to cause unnecessary suffering to a protected animal by an act (e.g. kicking a dog) or failure to act (e.g. to provide veterinary treatment)

2. to permit unnecessary suffering to an animal for which that person is responsible, which has been caused by another person (e.g. allowing someone to neglect a pet by not feeding it).

Mutilation

Mutilation, i.e. interference with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of protected animals is banned unless:

· it is necessary for the animal’s medical treatment, or

· it is a procedure specifically allowed by regulations because it is performed in the animal’s long-term welfare interest or it is an accepted method of animal management, e.g. on farm. 
Docking of dogs’ tails

It is illegal to dock a dog’s tail unless this is required for the purpose of its medical treatment or the dog is a certified working dog of a certain breed or breed type (as specified by secondary legislation) and is not more than five days old. Different exceptions apply to dogs in England and Wales.

The showing of dogs with docked tails is also restricted. It is an offence to show a dog whose tail has been wholly or partially removed on or after 28 March 2007 (Wales) or 6 April 2007 (England) at an event that people pay money to watch. However, it is not illegal if the dog is a certified working dog and is shown only for the purposes of demonstrating its working ability.

Administration of poisons etc

A person commits an offence if they administer poisonous or injurious substances or drugs to a protected animal, or they permit someone else to do this. It also applies if they cause these substances to be taken by a protected animal, e.g. leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting etc

An animal fight is defined as an occasion on which a protected animal is placed with an animal or a human, for the purpose of fighting, wrestling or baiting. There are a number of offences relating to animal fights. The main offences include causing an animal to fight, or attempting to do so, receiving money for admission to a fight, publicising a fight, training an animal to fight, betting on a fight and being present at an animal fight without lawful authority. Animals commonly used for fighting include dogs, cockerels and badgers.

Sanctions

The magistrates have a range of sanctions available to them in the event of finding someone guilty of offences under the Act. Depending on the offence, these may include:

· custodial sentences of up to six months

· deprivation orders (taking the animal away)

· disqualification orders (banning a person from owning, keeping, controlling, influencing, dealing or transporting animals)

· fines of up to £20,000

· destruction of the animal.
Associated secondary legislation and codes of practice

The Animal Welfare Act has been designed to evolve over time and have a positive impact on attitudes to animals. Secondary legislation and codes of practice on the keeping of cats, dogs and equines, the rearing of game birds, racing greyhounds and keeping primates as pets have been published by the governments of England and Wales. Other secondary legislation on issues such as wild animals in circuses, performing animals and commercial pet vending may be introduced under the Act but will take a while to be written.

Until these are in place, any animal may be used for any purpose or activity, provided it is lawful (section 9.3). At times, this may appear to be in opposition to the welfare offence, for example, the suffering of battery hens. However, the standard to which the ‘duty of care’ applies is the extent required by ‘good practice’.

The concept of good practice is not static – it may evolve with time. For example, many people keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal under the Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are social animals that, in a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does not fulfil their need to have the company of other animals. Therefore, the courts may, in the future, decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on its own is not ‘good practice’ and is therefore an offence.

Find up-to-date information on secondary legislation for England and Wales.

The RSPCA is opposed to any activity involving animals that is likely to cause unnecessary suffering.

If you believe an offence has been committed under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, you should telephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
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