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Developing a suitable intervention programme

This assessment tool enables you to select the most appropriate activities to use with each young person you are 
working with. If you have the time to use all the activities identified, we suggest that you complete them in the order 
that is suggested in this assessment.  If this isn’t possible, please be aware that some of the activities build upon ideas introduced in other activities. The Useful information section in the appropriate facilitation guide will explain which, if 
any, activities you should complete beforehand.

The What’s your view? activity in the Basic welfare needs and sentience section provides an opportunity to find out 
more about the young person’s views and attitudes towards animals. You may find it useful to do this activity first before completing the assessment.    
	

	

	1.
	Are you working with this young person because they own, or are thinking of owning 
a ‘status dog’?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete the What are the reasons for wanting a dog? activity in the Motivations 
for owning a dog section.

Continue to question 2.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Continue to question 11.

	

	

	2.
	Does the young person have a good understanding about how to ensure all of a dog’s 
needs are met?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 3.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the All about dogs activity in the Encouraging responsible dog 
ownership section.
Continue to question 3.

	

	

	3.
	Does the young person know how to source a dog responsibly?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 4.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Choosing and breeding dogs responsibly activity in the 
Encouraging responsible dog ownership section.
Continue to question 4.

	

	


	4.
	Is the young person likely to use their dog for breeding?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 5.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Choosing and breeding dogs responsibly activity in the 
Encouraging responsible dog ownership section.
Continue to question 5.

	

	

	5.
	Are you concerned about the methods the young person uses/may use to train his/her dog?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete the A good image and a well-trained dog activity in the Encouraging 
responsible dog ownership section.
Continue to question 6.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Continue to question 6.

	

	

	6.
	Does the young person know about the legislation that applies to dog owners?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 7.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Dogs and the law activity in the Dogs and the law section.
Continue to question 8.

	

	

	7.
	Does the young person understand the consequences of breaking the law?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 8.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Dogs and the law activity in the Dogs and the law section.
Continue to question 8.

	

	

	8.
	Does the young person own/have an interest in owning a dog who is aggressive 
or who has the potential to be aggressive?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete one or more of the activities in the Consequences of irresponsible 
dog ownership section.

Continue to question 9.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Continue to question 9.

	

	

	9.
	Are you concerned that the young person may be at risk, or is actually involved, 
in other forms of cruelty to animals?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 10.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	You have now completed the assessment tool.

	

	


	10.
	Has the young person been charged with an animal cruelty offence?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete all activities within The cruelty incident section.

Continue to question 11 to discover what other activities it may be useful 
to use BEFORE completing the activities within The cruelty incident section.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

I only suspect they 
are involved or I think they may be at risk 
of involvement.
	Continue to question 11.

	

	

	11.
	Does the young person like some animals, but has no interest in/actively dislikes other 
types of animal, e.g. loves dogs, strongly dislikes cats?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete the Everyday objects activity in The role of animals in our lives section.

Continue to question 13.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Continue to question 12.

	

	

	12.
	Does the young person have an understanding about how all our lives interact with those 
of animals, e.g. they provide us with  food, they provide companionship, they are used to 
ensure that the products that we use are safe?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 13.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete either the Everyday objects activity or How do animals help us? activity in 
The role of animals in our lives section.

Continue to question 13.

	

	

	13.
	Does the young person understand that animals have similar basic needs to those of humans?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 14.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Smiley face activity in the Basic welfare needs and sentience section.

Continue to question 14.

	

	

	14.
	Does the young person understand that animals can experience similar feelings to humans, 
such as pain and fear?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 15.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Feelings activity in the Basic welfare needs and sentience section.

Continue to question 15.

	

	


	15.
	Is the young person able to identify what is acceptable behaviour when interacting with different animals?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 17.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete one of the Ground rules activities in the Who is responsible? section.

Continue to question 16.

	

	

	16.
	Would you like the young person to have the opportunity to apply their understanding of acceptable behaviour around animals?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Complete the Visit activity in the Who is responsible? section.

Continue to question 17.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Continue to question 17.

	

	

	17.
	Does the young person know that an owner is responsible for ensuring that an animal’s needs are met?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 18.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Be the Inspector activity in the Who is responsible? section.

Continue to question 18.

	

	

	18.
	Does the young person understand what animal cruelty is?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 19.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete one or more of the activities from the What is animal cruelty? section.

Continue to question 19.

	

	

	19.
	Does the young person know that cruelty to animals is against the law?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 20.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Animals and the law activity or What would an RSPCA officer do? 
activity from the Consequences of cruelty to animals section.

Continue to question 20.

	

	

	20.
	Does the young person understand the consequences of cruelty to animals for themselves, 
the animal(s) and all the other people involved?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 21.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete the Consequences interactive resource highlighted in all of the activities.

Continue to question 21.

	

	

	21.
	Is the young person able to identify the types of situations and/or triggers that can result 
in cruelty to animals?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 22.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Complete one of the activities within the What triggers cruelty and how it can be avoided section.

Continue to question 22.

	

	

	22.
	Would you like the young person to take part in an activity that will have a positive impact 
on animal welfare?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Continue to question 23.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	You have now completed the assessment tool.

	

	

	23.
	Has the young person been charged with an animal cruelty offence?

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	Choose appropriate activities from the Reparation section.

You have now completed the assessment tool.

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
	Choose appropriate activities from the Making a positive contribution to animal welfare section.

You have now completed the assessment tool.
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