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	Lesson plan





Habitats – Who goes where? Part 1
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1 and lower 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats



These activities introduce pupils to the concept of gathering evidence on different animals' and plants' habitats through investigation. 
Starter activity
Gathering evidence
· Explain to pupils that there are several different ways of investigating what plants and animals live in the local area or environment. Ensure pupils can define the meaning of the words 'investigate' and 'environment' and that they know where animals and plants live is called a 'habitat'.

· Explain that they are going to gather evidence about which plants and animals live in a particular habitat. How many ways can the pupils suggest to gather evidence?

· Demonstrate how to do a strand line test and collect evidence using a hoop (see Main activity). You may also wish to explain how to record evidence. Ask the pupils to predict what type of animals they think they are going to find in the area they are going to investigate.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Main activity
Strand line testing
Take a skipping rope about ten metres long and tie ribbons onto it at metre intervals. Lay the rope flat on the area you want the pupils to investigate. Ask the pupils to record the animals and evidence of animals found along the line and where they found them. You may want to make little flags with cocktail sticks and sticky paper which the pupils can use to mark out where they have seen things (carefully avoiding disturbing any animals).
What's in your patch?
· Give groups of pupils a gym hoop and ask them to place it on the ground. They should look carefully inside the hoop and record the animals and plants there. Then ask the pupils to compare two different areas. They can look at their observations and say why they think the animals and plants found in the two areas are different.

· Some animals live in an area and some like visiting it. Ask the pupils to look for evidence of animal visitors during their investigations as well. Look for:

1. nests

2. paw prints

3. animal droppings

4. spiders' webs

5. chrysalis skins

6. fur and feathers

7. any dropped or half-eaten food.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Asking why
After the pupils have done their observations ask them if they found the animals they expected. If not, why do they think they found the animals they did? What do animals like about the habitat?
Learning styles: auditory. 
Extension activities
Choosing another habitat - say freshwater or seashore - ask the pupils to name all the animals they think live there. After making a list of animals on the board give groups of pupils three or four animals to investigate and ask them to do some simple research about the animal, what it likes to eat and what type of place it likes to live. Use the information you gather for Who goes where? Part 2. 
Display
Create a display of a variety of record sheets for plants and animals found in different locations so that pupils can compare them.
Curriculum objectives
Children should learn:
· to investigate what types of animals and plants live in a particular habitat

· to make comparisons between one area and another

· to record their observations.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most pupils will recognise that different plants and animals live in the local environment, be able to name some of these, record observations and use these to draw conclusions

· some pupils will not have made so much progress and will recognise that different plants and animals live in the local environment, name some of them, make observations of plants and animals, recording these with help

· some pupils will have progressed further and will suggest reasons why different plants and animals are found in different environments.

What you need 
Equipment
· Skipping ropes (around ten metres long)

· Ribbon (ten pieces per skipping rope)

· Gym hoops, clipboards, paper and pencils for each group

· Simple plant/animal identification books and keys

Vocabulary
compare
environment
evidence
habitat
investigate
observe
organism
record 
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