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	Lesson plan





Attitudes to minibeasts
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Citizenship





Minibeasts
Science



This lesson aims to explore pupils' attitudes about minibeasts and allows them to develop a minibeasts code. 
Starter activity
What are minibeasts?
Ask groups of pupils to make lists of pets. Ask them why we like pets. Do they know what minibeasts are? Use the collection of images accompanying this lesson and the worksheet Minibeast code to help with their answers. Do the pupils think that minibeasts are animals? Ask them to make a list of minibeasts. What do minibeasts have in common with us? How do the pupils feel about minibeasts?
Problems with minibeasts
The pupils may already have some very strong ideas of their own about minibeasts - and some of these may be negative. Explore the following concepts about minibeasts with the class:
· They are too small and difficult to see.

· They are not as interesting as other animals.

· They are sometimes seen as dirty and dangerous.

· Some people are afraid of them.

Explain that some minibeasts hurt us either by accident or if they think we are trying to hurt them. Bees and wasps can sting, some caterpillars have bristles which may give us a rash, but minibeasts such as snails, British spiders and earwigs, are harmless. Point out that people should try not to touch them because this may hurt the minibeasts.
Ask the pupils to imagine that they are a fly on the classroom wall. How would they suffer if someone caught them and put them in a jar?
Minibeasts are useful
Minibeasts are a vital part of the food chain. Some minibeasts feed on dead materials, helping to turn it into useful compost. Some make passages in soil preventing it from getting too compact. Minibeasts such as ladybirds eat aphids in the garden.
Studying minibeasts helps pupils to understand the diversity of life and encourages them to develop a positive, responsible and caring attitude to all living things. Minibeasts are all around us and are easily available for observation, but think about animal welfare.
Learning styles: auditory, visual. 
Main activity
Minibeasts around us
Introduce the class to the idea that minibeasts are all around us. Discuss with pupils where they may see different minibeasts at home, for instance spiders, moths, bees, ants, woodlice, wasps. On a plan of a house, draw where the animals might be found.
Making a code
Divide the class into groups and ask them to write up a minibeast code in small groups to feed back to the class. Points for them to consider including in the code are:
· Show respect for animals and the places where they live

· Never handle animals - draw pictures instead

· Move slowly and quietly so you do not disturb the animals

· Leave animals' homes exactly as you found them. If you turn over rocks and logs put them back the way you found them

· Do not drop litter

· Keep to marked paths and trails

· Stay safe at all times.

Acting the code
Ask some pupils to behave like a minibeast - the other pupils can then guess what they are. Once there is a variety of 'acting' minibeasts ask another group of pupils to come in as scientists and study them. Either you, or one of the pupils, can step in as a minibeast protector if the scientists are going about things the wrong way and ask them to stop and think again. The rest of the class could decide when the minibeast protector needs to intervene.
Learning styles: kinaesthetic, auditory, visual. 
Plenary activity
Class feedback
After the feedback from each group, write a class minibeast code to use throughout all minibeast activities. Ask pupils if they have changed their minds about minibeasts and, if so, how?
Learning styles: auditory. 
Differentiation 
The worksheet My minibeast could be used in this lesson, particularly if pupils are going to observe minibeasts in their natural habitat.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that animals should be treated with care and sensitivity

· to appreciate that humans have a responsibility to ensure the well-being of all animals, including minibeasts.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most pupils: begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets

· some pupils have not made so much progress and: appreciate that humans have a responsibility to look after animals properly

· some pupils have progressed further and: begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets. They identify the wildlife in their local area and know how to help protect wild animals.

Vocabulary 
care
code
minibeasts
needs
responsibilities
rights
rules
wildlife

Worksheet – Minibeast code
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Worksheet – My minibeast
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Image pack – minibeasts
High-res versions available at www.rspca.org.uk/education/teachers/gallery
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