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COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1
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Science
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This lesson explores the fears that some individuals have of spiders by looking at the useful functions that British spiders perform.
Starter activity
First steps
Start the class discussion with the question 'what do you know about spiders?' Listen and list the key points on the board.
Learning styles: auditory. 
Main activity
Web work
· Webs are a sure sign that spiders are about. There may be some in the classroom. If the school has a wildlife garden, ask small groups of pupils to go on a web hunt. Alternatively, you can use images from the photo packs that accompany this lesson. Can they draw the shape of the web? Remind the pupils not to touch or break the webs. Compare the pupils' sketches. Do they notice any features of the web? The spokes anchor the web and the spiral fills it in.
· Explain how spiders spin their webs using the following information:
· Most spiders don't live on their webs, they live nearby. Each type of spider has a different web pattern. The silk of the web is spun from a spinneret at the base of the spider's body. The silk is very strong. The sticky layer is the last to be laid on the web. The spider doesn't stick to the web because it has oiled feet.

· Spiders wrap their prey in silk and inject it with a liquid which kills it. Not all spiders make webs; some are hunters who hide in dark places and run out to catch their prey as it passes.

· Can the pupils create their own webs by sticking wool down on a piece of paper? How do they think the spider starts - from the middle or the edge? What comes first, the spokes or the spiral? Let them experiment. Can the pupils use a computer Roamer to draw a web?
Learning styles: visual, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Caring for spiders
· Can the pupils think of any dangers to spiders? Breaking a spider's web stops it from catching its food. Why do people hurt spiders? Is it sensible? Spiders are eaten by beetles, centipedes, other spiders, frogs, snakes, fish and birds.
· Review what has been learned during the lesson. Do pupils still feel the same about spiders?
Learning styles: auditory.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that there are different kinds of plants and animals in the immediate environment

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most pupils will: recognise that different plants and animals live in the local environment and name some of them

· some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: recognise that different plants and animals live in the local environment and name some of them

· some pupils will have progressed further and will also: suggest reasons why different plants and animals are found in the different environments.

Display 
Make a display of spider sketches and webs.
Vocabulary 
Anchor
spinning
spiral
spokes
web
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