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Farm Animals
COUNTRY: England and Wales


KEY STAGE: 1 and 2




Aims and objectives
To understand that because farm animals give us so many of the things that we come across in our daily lives, humans should make sure that they have everything that they need to be happy and healthy.
You will need
Equipment
· Collection of items made from animal products. Suggested items: box of eggs, packet of sausages, pair of woollen gloves, carton of milk, pack of bacon, pair of leather shoes, cake containing eggs, packet of chicken nuggets, some lamb chops, piece of cheese - all in a bag or basket

· Items of clothing to represent two farmers, e.g. wellington boots, scarves, caps, anoraks

· Four hoops

Introduction
· Explain to the pupils that you have been shopping and bought lots of things that you need. It has made you think about the animals that helped to make them.

· Ask four pupils to come out to the front to wear one of the masks, each representing one of the farm animals.

· Take each product out of the bag in turn and ask the pupils to vote for which farm animal they think it came from. Once agreed, give that product to the relevant ‘animal’ to hold.

· When the bag is empty, look at all of the products that each animal made. Explain that, as these animals make so many things for us, it is important that we make sure that they have happy lives and have all the things that they need including:
a) somewhere comfortable to rest and shelter 
b) the right type of food and fresh water
c)  to have enough space and the right kind of facilities to behave normally
d) company of animals of their own kind and to be handled carefully and gently 
e) to be treated by a vet if they are ill or injured
· Introduce the animals’ needs logos to go with these (see factsheet Animals’ needs).

Main issues and problems
· Show the pupils the picture of meat chickens (see image in Downloads tab) and ask them what they know about chickens, e.g. what do they like to do?

· Ask for a pupil to volunteer to be Farmer Bill, who then takes two hoops and goes to stand at one side of the room, putting the hoops on the floor in front of him. Ask for another volunteer to be Farmer Brenda, who goes to stand at the other side of the room with the other two hoops. Explain that both farmers keep meat chickens.

· Describe the farm owned by Farmer Bill. He keeps as many chickens as he is allowed to on his farm, so sometimes they are a bit overcrowded. (Ask four pupils to stand in each hoop in front of Bill. They will be squashed so will need to hold on to each other to stand up). There are no perches or anything else so the chickens have to stay on the floor all the time with nothing to do. Bill sells the chickens from his farm very cheaply.

· Describe the farm owned by Farmer Brenda. Brenda keeps fewer chickens on her farm so they have a bit more space (Ask two pupils to stand in each hoop in front of Brenda). Brenda’s chickens have perches and footballs to play with. Because of this, Brenda has to charge a bit more for her chickens when she sells them.

· Go back to the animals’ needs logos and explore with the pupils whether the chickens on both farms have all those things. Ask the ‘chickens’ which farm they would prefer to live on and then to go and stand at the farm where they’d prefer to be.

What can we do? 
· Sometimes when we buy food, the label tells us that the animals who made that product were kept to higher welfare standards. Can anyone think of any examples? The pupils may know about free-range hens and some may have seen the RSPCA Assured label. Show the logo (see teachers' notes RSPCA Assured logo).

· When you see the RSPCA Assured logo, it means that the farm has been inspected to the RSPCA’s higher welfare standards, and the animals are more likely to be happy and healthy, like the chickens on Farmer Brenda’s farm.

· Next time you visit a shop that sells food coming from animals, have a look at the labels and see what they tell you about how the animals were looked after.

· Finish by singing the Happy Chicken Song (to the tune of If you’re happy and you know it…)

If you’re happy and you know it, flap your wings (flap, flap)
If you’re happy and you know it, flap your wings (flap, flap)
If you’re happy and you know it, and you really want to show it
If you’re happy and you know it, flap your wings (flap, flap)
If you’re happy and you know it, peck the ground (peck, peck), etc.
Teachers’ Notes – Meat Chickens
Chickens reared for meat (sometimes known as broilers) are descended from the junglefowl of Asia, and were probably first domesticated by humans about 6,000 to 10,000 years ago. In recent times, meat chickens have been bred to grow very quickly so as to produce the maximum amount of meat in the minimum amount of time. Despite this strong selective breeding, modern chicken breeds still have the motivation to carry out many of the behaviours their wild ancestors did.

Some natural chicken behaviours include:

· perching - in the wild, chickens will seek safety from predators at night by perching in trees. This behaviour also helps to conserve body heat because the chickens huddle close together. Chickens therefore like to perch, and providing facilities to allow birds to perform this behaviour also allows them the opportunity to do this

· investigating - chickens are inquisitive animals and like to explore their environment by, for example, pecking at interesting objects and scratching at the ground

· dust bathing - chickens find a dry material (such as fine soil) and bathe in it by fluffing up their feathers, squatting on the ground and making tossing, rubbing and shaking movements with their body, wings, head and legs. This helps to remove parasites and keep their skin and feathers in good condition

· comfort, exercise and grooming behaviours - these include preening, feather ruffling, head scratching, body shaking and wing stretching and flapping.
Did you know?

· More meat chickens are farmed in the UK than any other type of farmed animal – around 830 million each year.

· 50 years ago, a chicken would typically have taken 12 weeks to reach its slaughter weight, but due to selective breeding to encourage rapid growth, some now reach this at a little over five weeks.

· Recent scientific studies suggest that chickens are much more intelligent than commonly thought. Chickens make about 20 different types of vocalisations with specific meanings, including different alarm calls for different predators. It is also thought that they can recognise particular individuals in their social group.

Key welfare issues

The RSPCA’s welfare concerns about meat chickens are centred in four main areas.

· The fast growth rate – this can lead to health problems such as lameness and heart defects.

· Stocking density – this relates to the number of chickens kept on a given floor space and is expressed as bird weight per square metre. High stocking densities can lead to poor welfare by hindering birds exercising properly and performing natural behaviours, and also by causing the condition of the air and litter (flooring material) to become poor.

· Lighting – light levels are usually measured in ‘lux’, for example, a brightly lit room is around 400 lux, and natural daylight is around 30,000 to 100,000 lux. In contrast, many meat chickens are reared in light levels of around 10 lux. At low light levels birds are less active, which can contribute to the development of lameness and eye abnormalities. Meat chickens may also be reared under near-continuous low light levels, as this encourages them to feed for longer periods, which maximises their growth rate. There is scientific evidence showing that preventing meat chickens from having a proper dark period contributes to a poorer quality of life.

· Environmental enrichment – the majority of chickens do not have items in their environment that promote the expression of their natural behaviours such as perching and investigation. A more stimulating, enriched environment encourages birds to be more active, which can help reduce leg problems. Chickens provided with an enriched environment (for example, containing straw bales, perches and objects to peck at) walk and run more and sit down less than those kept without any form of enrichment.

The risk of all the above welfare problems occurring can be greatly reduced by rearing chickens to higher welfare standards such as our RSPCA welfare standards, which are required from producers who display the RSPCA Assured logo.
Teachers’ Notes – RSPCA Assured Logo
RSPCA Assured is the RSPCA’s farm assurance and food-labelling scheme, dedicated to improving the lives of farm animals.

It gives consumers the option of choosing products that have come from animals that have been inspected to higher welfare standards. A trained RSPCA Assured assessor visits and completes a thorough inspection of the farms every year and RSPCA farm livestock officers carry out risk-based visits on a proportion of members every year.
[image: image23.png]



Image – Meat chickens
[image: image2.emf]
Activity Sheets – Farm animal masks
Cow
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Sheep
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Pig
[image: image7.jpg]‘AP 11 18] pub Ysow 8yl (uind usy] 1eonds ‘uoljisod ul en|b pup 8sou JO
INOYLM 10 ylim uo an|b puo adoys MNO0Q 0} XI4 1800ds SO ID|IWIS
Uulyo 10} pInD JO 82ald |IpuWis IND ¥ 10 XOQ (-¢ ||OWS &)Ul pup
IO Wwol) edoys asou ND -

=

O O
=T TN
‘uoIIsod Ul PIoY O} JOUX PUD SOPIS @ e \
UL0Q UBNOIYY DSOS POBIY) *YsOUl _/ )
SU} UO D14SDJO 10} S8j0Y OM| OXOIA °§ No oo/
-Addoy wey} axpw N J
O} DL} 10 1o YiM S

JOAOD) P8y 8yj JO
8pIs JIoyyle o} sins
XI{ "UMOUS SO SIDS

OM] JNO N pUD

'$OAS 10J $8|0Y N0 [ND 'INO
] IND puUL pOB8Y JI O] ASOU JO
JPY Ul pIbo Plod g adpys MmpIp ‘(OIY} WWIS'O
1NOgD) PIOD s Buisn -





[image: image8.jpg]



Hen
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Activity Sheets – Make your own cow’s head mask
You can use various materials for making masks, including clay and card. However, papier-mâché is particularly effective as it can be moulded into any shape and is easy to decorate.

To make a cow’s head mask, follow the instructions below. You can use the same instructions for other farm animal masks, but simply change the length of the nose and the shape of the ears, and use other materials for decoration.
[image: image18.png]



	1. Mix equal amounts of PVA glue and water to form a smooth paste, about the consistency of single cream. 
2. Tear the newspaper or kitchen roll into narrow strips, about 4cm wide and 20cm long.

3. Blow up a large, pear-shaped balloon, slightly larger than the mask wearer’s head, and tie the end.

4. Ask pupils to work in pairs, as one balloon will make two masks. Alternatively, just cover one half of the balloon to make one mask. Use a wide brush to coat the strips of newspaper with paste and lay them one at a time over the balloon, all the way to the tied end. Overlap the strips slightly and smooth the paper onto the balloon if necessary. This can get messy, so don’t forget to cover your work area with lots of newspaper and wear an overall. Children with sensitive skin or allergies may also need to wear gloves.

5. Once the balloon is completely covered with newspaper, repeat the process about four or five times, leaving each layer to dry. It’s best to use alternate layers of coloured newspaper and ordinary newspaper so you can keep track of how many layers you’ve done.

6. Leave the papier-mâché to dry, at least overnight, or until it hardens completely. Carefully pop the balloon and remove it. Dispose of the used balloon properly by cutting it up first (balloons can kill if they are eaten by animals).

7. If you are making two masks, use the craft knife (with adult supervision) to cut the head mould into two halves.

8. Cut off the base of the milk container diagonally, so one side is 10cm and the other is 6cm long. (Fig.1) 
9. To make the cow’s muzzle (nose), slot the plastic base over the pointed end of the head, with the longest side at the top. Tape it into place. (Fig.2)

10. Make up some more paste and cover the nose with four or five layers of newspaper, including where it joins the head. Leave to dry.

11. To make the tuft of hair on the cow’s head (known as the poll) scrunch up some wet kitchen roll and place on the top of the head. Cover this with layers of newspaper to fix it in place, then leave to dry. Draw some large ears on a piece of card, cut out and tape to the side of the head. (Fig. 3)

12. Paint the mask in appropriate colours. For example, Friesian cows are black and white, Jerseys are light brown and Ayrshires are white with dark, reddish-brown patches.

13. Add large buttons for the eyes and smaller ones for the nostrils (Fig.4). Alternatively, cut slots for the eyes so the mask wearer can see where they’re going. You could cut a slit for the mouth and add a large, pink felt tongue. Dispose of any leftover paste safely.


	What you need:

· PVA glue

· Coloured newspaper and ordinary newspaper

· Kitchen roll

· 0.5mm coloured card

· Ready-mixed paint or add PVA glue to thicken powder paint

· Paintbrushes

· Scissors

· Craft knife

· Sticky tape

· A large, pear-shaped balloon

· A 1.14 litre or 2.27 litre plastic milk container

· Different-sized buttons

· Pink felt
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Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4


Extension activity

Pupils of different levels might want to make unique sculptures, either in pairs or on their own, using the same basic structure. For this, they’ll need a 2.27 litre plastic milk container and the ingredients to make paste.
	1. Cut off the bottom of the milk container, about 2cm from the base of the handle. (Fig.5)

2. Make up the paste and cover the container with several layers of newspaper strips, then leave to dry. (Fig.6)

3. You can use the container to make different animals. For example, if the handle is underneath, the screw top will make a very good pig’s snout. You could decorate this with buttons for the nostrils and for the eyes. Why not turn the container the other way up, remove the screw cap and make a farmyard dog?

4. To make a cow or sheep, turn the container with the handle to the bottom. Scrunch up a ball of kitchen roll to make the tuft of hair (poll) and fix to the container with newspaper strips and paste. To shorten the nose, cut off the screw cap and cover the gap with newspaper and paste.

5. When the container is completely dry, add ears and decorate it with paint, or other materials, such as cloth, to add texture.

6. Why not display the animals against a wall or push a stick through a small hole in the underside and display them in a large vase? (Fig.7)
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7


Factsheet – The five welfare needs
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 requires anyone who owns or looks after an animal to provide everything that the animal needs to be happy and healthy.  These needs can be described as:
A suitable place to live[image: image19.png]



Animals should have the right type of home, including shelter, enough space, and somewhere comfortable to rest and hide.
A healthy diet[image: image20.png]



Animals should have access to fresh, clean water all the time and should be given the right type and amount of food to keep them fit and healthy.
The ability to behave normally[image: image21.png]



Animals should have enough space and the right kind of facilities to allow them to behave normally.
The company he or she needs[image: image22.png]



Animals should be given appropriate company.  Some animals should have company and some should be kept on their own. 

To stay healthy
Animals should be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease and should be treated by a vet if they are sick or injured.
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