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	Lesson plan





Habitats - Caring for habitats
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1 and 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats
Citizenship





Animals and us



These activities introduce pupils to the effect that human actions can have on both animals and their environments.
Starter activity
Animals in danger
Animals can be put in danger by humans for a variety of reasons. Here are some of the major ways that humans impact on animals:
· Loss of habitat: Animals are uniquely adapted to their habitat. Roads and houses being built, marshes being drained and hedgerows being cut down will all have an impact on the animals that live there

· Insecticides and pesticides: Insecticides and pesticides destroy important elements of the food chain. For instance, the number of skylarks has more than halved in the past 30 years. People believe insecticides and pesticides are partly to blame

· Road traffic: In the UK about 50,000 badgers and about 40,000 deer are believed to be killed on the roads every year

· Litter: Litter can be dangerous to animals: plastic can-holders may choke, fishing lines can strangle, plastic bags suffocate, hooks gouge, broken bottles cut and tin cans trap animals.

Ask the pupils to look out of the window and think of all the different ways humans have affected the local habitat - tarmac; roads; buildings; cars; litter; farmland; waterways; bridges over rivers; telephone poles and electricity pylons. List these on the board.
Learning styles: auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Main activity
'Un-nature' trail
· Take 20-30 pieces of litter and place them in a trail around the school grounds (you may not need to do this if there is plenty of litter in the school grounds already!). Take the pupils out on the trail and ask them to try to spot all the litter. When they reach the end, ask them how many pieces they saw. Collect the litter carefully and safely and ask the pupils what should have been done with it (made safe to animals and recycled).

A day out with the Careless family
· You can adapt the story on the story sheet to suit any particular habitat you are studying - even a local site that the pupils will recognise.

· Before you read this story, ask the pupils to make notes on all the effects on the animals' habitat. Alternatively, give them cards with each of the dangers to animals listed on them for example 'losing their home', 'litter' and so on. Ask them to hold up the relevant card each time they think it is happening in the story. Set a challenge for older pupils, asking them to read the story on their own and see how many things they can find that might hurt animals.

· Can the pupils retell the story about the Careless family - in drama, cartoon or written format? Rewrite the story as the Careful family's story. What did they do differently?

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Make litter safe
Hold up different pieces of litter and ask the pupils to identify how they may be a danger to wildlife and what we can do about it. Their responses should focus upon making the litter safe or recycling it. See video - How can we help wild animals?
Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Assessment
Pupils could write their own story, underlining all the dangers to animals.
Extension activities
Design an anti-litter poster outlining the dangers to wildlife.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· to understand that humans have a responsibility to ensure the well-being of animals, including minibeasts

· to recognise ways in which living things and the environment need protection.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most pupils will: begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets etc

· some pupils have not made so much progress and will: appreciate that humans have a responsibility to look after animals properly

· some pupils have progressed further and will: appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals and know how to protect wild animals.

Display
After school or in a break time, add some pieces of litter to a display - perhaps even litter you have picked up from the playground - and see how many pupils notice. What do the pupils feel about having the litter in the display? What effect do they think the litter will have on the animals in the habitat? Ask the pupils to write a note to the person who left the litter, telling them how they feel about it.
Vocabulary
habitat
litter
pollution
recycle
responsibilities
wildlife
Useful websites
Video - How can we help wild animals?
Story – A day out with the Careless family
Mollie and Robin Careless are playing in the garden of their new house on the edge of town. Their housing estate has been built on fields just outside the town.
Mum calls out, “Do you want to go out for a picnic today?”

“Yes please,” shouts Mollie.

“Can we go to the pond in the country?” asks Robin. “I want to try out my new fishing rod.”

“And I want to collect some animals ‘cos we’re doing animals at school,” adds Mollie.

So, Dad packs the picnic while Mum puts all the things in the back of the car. It’s only a short walk to the pond but they have quite a lot to carry so they take the car to make life easier.

When they arrive at the pond, Robin takes out his fishing rod. He tries to catch fish but all he manages to get is an old can and a lump of weed. His line gets tangled up and, after trying to untangle it for a couple of minutes he gives up and cuts the hook off.

Molly had been looking at a nest in a tree that had some eggs in it. She could not quite reach the nest so she went to look at the pond.

“Robin,” shouts Mollie, “Look I’ve found some tadpoles and some frogspawn.” She scoops out the animals and puts them in a jar by the side of the pond.

“Lunch is ready,” says Mum.

“You’re having crisps, yoghurt and cans of coke with your sandwiches,” says Dad. “Unfortunately, I’m on a diet so all I’ve got is a tin of fruit cocktail.”

After lunch, Robin picks up all the rubbish and takes it to the rubbish bin by the side of the pond. The bin is full so he just leaves the rubbish by the side of the bin.

After finishing the picnic in the sunshine, the family drives home.
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