
 

 

 

AWERBs should provide induction and training for all their members. 

Even those already holding roles under the Animals (Scientific 

Procedures) Act 1986 will require induction and training in the 

functions of the AWERB in general, how the establishment’s own 

AWERB works, and personal factors including personal values, 

available time and ‘soft skills’. Discussions with AWERB members 

repeatedly highlight that they feel induction and training would be 

very helpful and appreciated, but is not always delivered. 

Points to consider:  

• Is there a structured induction and training programme in place for all AWERB members?   

• If so, do members feel it prepared them adequately for their roles? Do they feel any 

important areas were not covered? 

• If not, who should be responsible for leading on setting this up, and what support would 

they need? 

• What ongoing training opportunities would enable members to better fulfil their roles?  

 

Resources to help with the above:  

RSPCA/LASA Guiding Principles on Developing Induction Materials for AWERB Members 

includes examples of induction activities and a self-assessment checklist for members. This 

additional supplement addresses inductions into AWERBs run fully or partly online 

RSPCA/LASA Guiding Principles to Help Deliver the Ethics Learning Outcomes of Module 2 for 

Personal Licensees has helpful ideas for training activities  

Inductions should always include a visit to the animal unit (if this can be done safely and 

without stressing animals) - this resource will help members get the most out of their visits 

New lay members (and other types of member) will find this infographic helpful 

Good practice tips for AWERB members, scientists and AWERB chairs, from the RSPCA 

Scientist-AWERB Engagement Pack, are also useful induction materials 

RSPCA/LASA Guiding Principles on Good Practice for AWERBs provides information on all the 

AWERB’s tasks 

A Resource Book for Lay Members of Ethical Review and Similar Bodies Worldwide 

 

AWERB Member Induction and Training 

RSPCA Animals in Science Department 

For more resources like this, see the AWERB Directory from the RSPCA 

Animals in Science Department 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/InductionMaterialsForAWERB.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/InductionMaterialsForAWERB.pdf
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/LASA-RSPCA-AWERB-virtual-induction.pdf/f633fb3a-dfc8-ed7e-000d-b7e20841d4f9?t%3D1618912822468&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828559000&usg=AOvVaw1TphnQj86GqvSxAehVjgQE
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/ETES%2B2020.pdf/744ee07e-64bd-4a5c-aa5c-e960185d9e03?t%3D1614771667184&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828555000&usg=AOvVaw2Zat6xUVm9MirzZOqpNkZB
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/ETES%2B2020.pdf/744ee07e-64bd-4a5c-aa5c-e960185d9e03?t%3D1614771667184&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828555000&usg=AOvVaw2Zat6xUVm9MirzZOqpNkZB
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/VisitingTheAnimalUnit.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/VisitingTheAnimalUnit.pdf
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Being%2Ban%2Beffective%2Blaymember%2Bof%2Ban%2BAWERB%2B%25281%2529.pdf/80515015-ec78-a979-1eb4-657d62202575?t%3D1607444787932&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828562000&usg=AOvVaw3tlYlE9Ye8ul8L8HmYfeCz
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Being%2Ban%2Beffective%2Blaymember%2Bof%2Ban%2BAWERB%2B%25281%2529.pdf/80515015-ec78-a979-1eb4-657d62202575?t%3D1607444787932&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828562000&usg=AOvVaw3tlYlE9Ye8ul8L8HmYfeCz
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/3DosAndDontsForAWERBMembers.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/2DosAndDontsForScientists.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/4DosAndDontsForAWERBChairs.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/AWERBEngagementPack.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Guiding%2Bprinciples%2Bon%2Bgood%2Bpractice%2Bfor%2BAnimal%2BWelfare%2Band%2BEthical%2BReview%2BBodies%2B%25282015%2529%2B%2528PDF%2B1.76MB%2529.pdf/aa989204-69df-f57e-1f2c-4674ad000441?t%3D1552928220037&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828556000&usg=AOvVaw2CJydX8x8Hx74Z6XMyS-UD
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/A%2Bresource%2Bbook%2Bfor%2Blay%2Bmembers%2Bof%2Bethical%2Breview%2Band%2Bsimilar%2Bbodies%2Bworldwide%2B-%2Bthird%2Bedition%2B%25282015%2529%2B%2528PDF%2B6.58MB%2529.pdf/2007deb5-5095-13fe-add2-87dd4eba0fd2?t%3D1552913461515&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631201828547000&usg=AOvVaw3NQTsZ_Ov8ipEAbG32jCJS
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals/ethicalreview/uk/resources
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals

