
 

 

As a lay, or independent, member, you will bring an essential 

perspective to the AWERB - provided that you are given the training, 

support and resources you need. Remember that you are not 

expected to be an expert in specialist fields such as the 3Rs, animal 

welfare science and experimental design. The AWERB benefits from 

your ‘fresh eye’ and different ways of thinking, which contributes to 

ensuring the integrity of the AWERB and helps the establishment to 

understand how members of the public might view their work.  

Points to consider:  

• Have you received appropriate induction and training to be an AWERB member?   

• Do you feel supported by the Chair, and other AWERB members, in meetings? Do you 

ever feel unable to ask questions, or unsure as to how to deal with the answers? 

• Is there a clear communication channel if you have any concerns about your role, the 

working of the AWERB, or processes at the establishment? 

• Have you been given the opportunity to visit the animal unit, meet staff with different 

roles, and get to know the other AWERB members? 

Resources to help with the above: 

Being an effective lay member of an AWERB infographic 

RSPCA Lay Members Resource Book 

RSPCA/LASA Guiding Principles on Developing Induction Materials for AWERB Members 

includes examples of induction activities and a self-assessment checklist for you 

RSPCA/LASA Guiding Principles on Good Practice for AWERBs provides information on all the 

AWERB’s tasks 

You should be offered a visit to the animal unit, as long as this can be done safely and without 

stressing the animals - this sheet will help you prepare 

This sheet sets out good practice tips to help you contribute to meetings constructively and 

effectively 

The Animals in Science Committee Knowledge Hub forum includes a virtual lay members’ area 

- contact asc.secretariat@homeoffice.gov.uk for membership 

The RSPCA holds meetings and workshops for lay members - find out more  

For Lay Members 

RSPCA Animals in Science Department 

For more resources like this, see the AWERB Directory from the RSPCA 

Animals in Science Department 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Being+an+effective+laymember+of+an+AWERB+%281%29.pdf/80515015-ec78-a979-1eb4-657d62202575?t=1607444787932
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Being+an+effective+laymember+of+an+AWERB+%281%29.pdf/80515015-ec78-a979-1eb4-657d62202575?t=1607444787932
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/A+resource+book+for+lay+members+of+ethical+review+and+similar+bodies+worldwide+-+third+edition+%282015%29+%28PDF+6.58MB%29.pdf/2007deb5-5095-13fe-add2-87dd4eba0fd2?t=1552913461515&_gl=1*icntwm*_ga*NDg1MzM3MDIyLjE2NjQ4ODA4ODc.*_ga_FQYR2JQR29*MTY3MDk0MzMxOS42OS4xLjE2NzA5NDMzMjEuMC4wLjA.
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/InductionMaterialsForAWERB.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/InductionMaterialsForAWERB.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/InductionMaterialsForAWERB.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Guiding%252Bprinciples%252Bon%252Bgood%252Bpractice%252Bfor%252BAnimal%252BWelfare%252Band%252BEthical%252BReview%252BBodies%252B%2525282015%252529%252B%252528PDF%252B1.76MB%252529.pdf/aa989204-69df-f57e-1f2c-4674ad000441?t%253D1552928220037%26sa%3DD%26source%3Deditors%26ust%3D1631201828556000%26usg%3DAOvVaw2CJydX8x8Hx74Z6XMyS-UD&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631630934653000&usg=AOvVaw3IhRlrpxul7WvhFsrYe9Vn
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/VisitingTheAnimalUnit.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/VisitingTheAnimalUnit.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/3DosAndDontsForAWERBMembers.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/3DosAndDontsForAWERBMembers.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animals-in-science-committee
mailto:asc.secretariat@homeoffice.gov.uk
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals/ethicalreview/who/forum
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals/ethicalreview/uk/resources
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals

