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The use of animals in science

48%52%

Creation and breeding of
genetically altered animalsExperiments

proceduresprocedures

Attitudes towards animals, and
the legislation in place regarding
their use and welfare, can differ

widely between countries

Countries vary in whether, and
how, they count and report animal

experiments. Some significant
users (e.g. Russia, India, Brazil)
provide little or no information

Sources of potential suffering

Mild Moderate Severe
48.6%** 28.9%** 1.3%**

**Data for experimental procedures
Source for UK data: Home Office 2025

The RSPCA is opposed to experiments which cause pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm.
Replacement with humane alternatives is our principal goal, and we also work to minimise animal
numbers and suffering and improve welfare. See: rspca.org.uk/laboratory

*Data from 2024

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/scientific-procedures-on-living-animals-great-britain-2025/annual-statistics-of-scientific-procedures-on-living-animals-great-britain-2025#key-results
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/laboratory
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